From the Pastor's Pen

Stewards of Service

1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied graces.”


Sitting here, two weeks past the business that was our VBS week, I look back with a smile. Wild rivers and the wild ride of life were our themes for the year, and the week lived up to that in some aspects. For the most part, everything went smoothly, yet when you get 30+ excited little ones running around, a certain amount of craziness is unavoidable. But they were here, and heard the message of the Gospel, and were taught and reminded about our God's power, provision, and love. May those seeds bear much fruit in the years to come!


But one of the equally encouraging highlights of VBS for me, was seeing our church family come together in service. We had well over 20 volunteers, some that have called this church home for decades, and others weeks, but all with their orange shirts on (which are now retired, and we will have a different color next year), serving in their unique roles and using their gifts, for the benefit of the whole. Some with small kids, others with older. Some with crafts, others games or snacks. From the those that organized and planned the week months in advance, to those that stepped in last minute, and helped where they could. All of us were working together. And the pool of helpers was bigger still, with parents and grandparents that brought kids, dads that stayed home with those that were too young to attend, and the Elders that devoted their time to bathing the week in prayer. Yes, one of the great parts of VBS, is the opportunity that it gives us to serve together, as one body.


Still, VBS is only one week long, and the call to Christian service encompass our whole lives. And so, we are to figuratively, wear our orange shirts every day. Yes, in the various offices and capacities at church: on council, committees, sound, worship leaders, nursery helpers, teaching SS, Gems, Cadets, leading Bible studies, etc. But this is again, only a portion of our service. Each of us has received varied graces, unique talents and skills that we are best suited to accomplish. And so in our work, in our homes, in our retirement, in involvement with a para church or community organization, to our life long neighbor, or to the stranger that we meet in town, God has called you to serve. To put to good use the talents He has given you. Not as a steward that buries their talent, but as those that are industrious with the gifts they have been given, and take chances, as they seek new ways to serve well.


And no, becoming a Christian does not come with an individual instruction manual on where and what your gifts are. Also as we grow, age and mature, at times these gifts and strengths may change. So, it is important for us to always keep our eyes and hearts open to new ways the Lord is calling us to serve. Keep looking for new ways to use the graces you are receiving. These are not treasures that we collect to store in our basement or attic, but the varied graces that He gives, are for us to use, as we serve Him, and one another, every day that He gives us. We have received great gifts, may God's Spirit continue to work in our hearts, opening our eyes to the service and works that He has equipped, and empowered us to do, and may Christ be the one that receives all the glory!
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