From the Pastor's Pen


In John ten, Jesus gives us the beautiful picture of himself as the Good Shepherd. This shepherd, is one who is intimately connected to, and involved in the life of his sheep. In verse 3 it says, “To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” (ESV) And again in verse 14, He says, “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.” One of the incredible benefits of being in Christ is the personal and intimate union that believers enjoy. We do not seek to be united to a person less spirit. We do not come before an all powerful, unapproachable God. Instead, we know God through Jesus, the Good Shepherd that gently tends after His sheep.


He knows us intimately, by name, recognizing each of our strengths and weaknesses. He knows where we stumble, where we have trouble staying on track. He knows our strengths, and where we can help lead the herd. And through the Spirit, which He has given us, we know His voice. From what I've heard, shepherds in Bible times often kept all of their sheep in one pen at night, so that together they could keep them safe. But in the morning, each shepherd would call, or whistle, and his sheep would recognize that voice, and follow him out for the day.  Just like the sheep, that could recognize and discern their shepherds voice from all others, so to we hear Jesus voice. Whether it be in private devotions, or in the public preaching of His Word. Whether it be in conversation and discussion with other believers, or through a song on the radio, we recognize Jesus voice, and His call upon our lives. He continues to lead and guide, and day by day we grow in our journey with Him.


Having now been called to be your under shepherd, here at Coopersville CRC, it is my task to get to know this flock, and help of you get to know me. Just like the shepherds that spent days and weeks together out in the fields with their sheep, spending time and working together will be a big piece of this journey. It will take time. I'm not the Good Shepherd. I'm not a good shepherd. I'm not even a seasoned shepherd. In many ways, I'm just another sheep, who has now being called to lead. Thus, as you look to me to lead, I will also be relying on you to help lead and care for one another, as we embark on this leg of our journey together. Continue to speak up, encourage, and correct me on this trek. There are parts of this flock that it will take me years to understand. There are parts of this journey, that you will recognize dangers I have not yet met. I will need you, and be relying on you, even as I am the one “leading.” As we get to learn and know one another, God will continue to lead us on this journey together.


And our work is not done. I'm thankful for all of the internal growth we are experiencing. Three babies are expected around December, and Lord willing many more in the months and years to come. But as Jesus said in verse 16, “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, and one shepherd.” Yes, growing and learning together as the flock at Coopersville is my focus, and top goal right now. However, Jesus calls all of to remember that His work is on going. There are more sheep that He is calling to join His flock. There are more that He has given His Spirit, who will recognize and hear His voice. And, they hear it through us, His people, as we testify to all that He is doing in our lives. May God bless us, as we seek to be faithful, continuing to grow together as the flock of God, following our one Good Shepherd.

In Christ,

Pastor Lloyd
