From the Pastor's Pen

Overture 7, Kinism versus Unity In Christ 

Colossians 3:11 “Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.”

Mark 3:31-35 “And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

At this year's Synod, in a couple of weeks, the delegates will take up Overture 7, a statement against Kinism. Now, if you're like me, you probably hadn't heard of Kinism before this overture. In reality, there are probably few that know it by this name, or hold to these teachings in an in-depth and philosophical way. But even if one doesn't refer to themselves as a Kinist, in our culture and age, there is enough of this spirit around, that we must guard ourselves against falling into similar lies.


So, what do Kinist believe? Well, they seek to elevate the category of race or ethnicity to a primary dividing line, in the church and world. In doing so, they use an ethnocentric hermeneutic to process both God's Word and world. For example, they forbid inter-racial marriage. They oppose other forms of  multi-ethnic or cultural unity. Besides ones family, they teach that one next has a responsibility to ones race, even before ones community, state, or nation. The question of who's my neighbor, is not answered by who is in need, as Jesus taught with the Good Samaritan, but rather a DNA test. And for these “Christian” Kinist, this priority of race falls ahead of ones unity in Christ. Not that they deny that others can be saved. Yet the Kinist would say that each should stay in their own group, and serve the Lord over there, instead of as one body, the bride of Christ.


But as the overture highlights, such teachings are not compatible with Biblical Christianity, nor our Reformed Confessions. The text above from Colossians reminds us, that while the fallen world often wants to put a lot of stock in genealogies and bloodlines, all of those things are of no value nor distinction, especially when compared to whether or not one is in Christ. The shade of your skin, or what part of the world your ancestors lived in, two or three centuries ago, do not matter to God, and should not be a focus of ours. Those distinctions all fade away, replaced with the reality that if one is in Christ, they are no longer some ethnicity, but rather a new Creation. And if one is not in Christ, they remain dead in their trespasses and sins, no matter how much a DNA test would claim you have in common.


Jesus words in Mark 3 also push us in this direction, as He taught that even biological family relations, are of far secondary importance, to the reality of being in Christ and doing the Father's will. Think about what Jesus is teaching here. He says that if you have an identical twin brother or sister, who does not believe, that you have less in common with them, than you do with a fellow Christian half way around the world! One could be a billionaire, and the other living on $3 a month. One could be 80, the other 20. Married or single, having a PhD, or being illiterate, any classification the world can dream up or propose, is infinitely secondary, to whether or not one is in Christ. And, among those united in Christ, we are to live out a display of this truth every where that we can.


For believers, what skin tone or hair type your future spouse has are unimportant. Rather, the question is, are the two of you united in Christ? This is equally true of those that would worship together. Style should not be a focus, but rather unity in Christ, as we are all one in Him. Now, we recognize, this is not easy to practice. Many are often more comfortable with people that are like us in many superficial characteristics,  or having similar interests. But for those in Christ, our unity in Him should be our hearts desire. This is what Scripture teaches. This is what our Reformed Confession affirm. And whatever this Synod decides to do with Overture 7, this is how we are all called to live.
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