From the Pastor's Pen

A Member of The Body

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”


I recently came across an article from a popular pastor/author, describing why church membership is important. Now in his context, a large non-denominational church in Oklahoma, I believe that they have recently implemented or expanded what it means to be a member of their church. So he had written ten reasons to defend the practice from Scripture. Now being a CRC church, thankfully we have not had to reinvent this wheel here in Coopersville. That is one blessing of our long and rich history. At the same time though, there can be a danger in having something all of our lives, or never knowing it any other way. We need to be careful and avoid slipping into careless patterns, and so missing out on the benefit and blessing, that we should be receiving. While I'm not going to come up with a list of ten benefits of my own, I thought it would be healthy to run through the basics of what our church membership means.


Membership is something we choose, out of obedience to Christ. When God's Spirit works faith in our heart, we are to make our vows of membership in the local body of Christ. In this way, we are to be united, and working on growing our connection and care for one another. We also are pledging that we will submit ourselves to the Elders of the church, in accordance with Scripture, that they might help us live a life that is honoring to God (Hebrews 13:17). But the Elders and fellow believers are not a parole officer, that can track you down if you run off, and throw you back in prison. Our work together consensual, it is something that we submit ourselves to.


Membership has its perks. Not for discounts when you are traveling, or at the local supermarket.  But as our Form for Public professions states, we are welcomed into the privileges of full communion, as well as the responsibilities, joys, and sufferings of a local church. The full assurance of the sacraments are ours, and for our families. The Elders continue to cheer us on, affirming that we are following and growing in Christ. Membership also further opens up to us the opportunities, as well as responsibility to serve. It is an adoption into the family, and so we now belong and participate in the joys of family gatherings and vacations. But, we also now are responsible for doing the household chores, pulling our weight (each according to their gifts), and working towards the good of not just ourselves, but of the entire family.


Finally, membership requires on going participation and accountability to one another. Participation, because one can not take part in this family, if they are not regularly meeting together (which Hebrews warns us not to forsake). Also like a family, one does not leave over any little thing. Because we don't like what's for dinner one night, we don't go to live with Grandma. But at times and in seasons, our church family does change. Now this can get challenging at times. With different denominations, you can't always simply transfer membership from one church to another. But where ever you are regularly attending (in most circumstances) should be where your membership is. And the reason for that is because we all need the accountability. We need our brothers and sisters to spur us on in the Christian life. We need Godly elders that pray for us, and that are watching our life and doctrine. We need their encouragement, as well as their warnings, to help us repent and make corrections before our faith or life is in a crisis. And, we need to pray for, and encourage our elders. When an elder is called to make a hard call, to have a tough conversation, that isn't something that they want to do. But, knowing that they will give an account for how they care for the body, they must.


May God continue to add to our numbers, those that are being saved. May we as members of one body, grow in loving, caring for, and encouraging one another. May our elders be given the boldness and wisdom that they need to serve well. And may every Christian church, grow in this model of life together.











Pastor Lloyd.
